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Grace Presbyterian Church                     April 10, 2022 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29, Luke 19:28-40, Luke 23:1-49   Palm/Passion Sunday 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“Jesus Received as King and Killed” 

 

What was the headline in the Jerusalem Post that first day of the week? 

“Jesus of Nazareth Received by Jerusalem as the Promised Messiah.” In a 

prophetic anticipation of the first day of the week becoming the Day of the 

Resurrection, as it has been since the first Easter Day, Jesus enters Jerusalem 

as the Jewish promised King to fulfill God’s promise to David, that there 

will be for eternity a king on David’s throne. (2 Sam. 7:16) It was a singular 

moment in history. Yes, the Pharisees were upset that the crowd was 

joyfully praising God and saying: 

 Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! (Luke 19:38, NIV 2011) 

Why were they upset? Because the Pharisees understood the quotation of the 

Psalm 118 that Donna read this morning, that this really is the fulfillment of 

God’s promise to David, that Jesus truly is the Messiah, the Christ, and that 

Isaiah 61 had come true through Jesus’ ministry: 

 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because 

 The LORD has anointed me (a royal anointing) 

 To proclaim good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  

 To proclaim freedom for the captives 

 And release from darkness for the prisoners…(Isaiah 61:1) 

Do you need Good News? That God is for you, if you will give yourself to 

Him. Do you need your broken heart mended? Do you need freedom from 

harmful addictions, negative health choices and sinful ways? Do you need 

the light of the world to illuminate your life, bring light into your darkness?  

Come along with Jesus on this rollercoaster ride that we call Holy Week. 

 

The crowd had seen amazing miracles of healing and were praising God for 

Jesus, as Dr. Luke describes: 

 …the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud  

voices for all the miracles they had… (Luke 19:37) 

They laid their outer garments onto the road before Jesus. They cut tree 

branches and waved them before Him, as was done for great kings returning 

victoriously from battle. Even though Jesus’ battle was coming soon, the 

people were praising Him for all that He had done during His ministry. 
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This moment in history is called the “Triumphal Entry.” That’s what it was 

and we celebrate it still two thousand years later, almost exactly to the year, 

in five years or so, it will be the anniversary of Jesus accomplishing this 

great deed, coming into the capitol city humbly on a donkey, not a war 

horse, showing His servant’s heart, for He was the ultimate servant king. 

 

The Pharisees wanted Jesus to tell the crowd they were wrong and that He 

was not the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ, which is the same word 

in Greek. But Jesus tells them if the crowds were quiet, the rocks would cry 

out. (19:40) And I usually note that this would have been the first rock band 

to sing Hosanna. You know “Hosanna,” means “save us, save me.” We all 

need saving from our sins, and rebellion against God, all of us. So this crowd 

is one to which we add our voices, “Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.” Save 

us in your wonderful way, O God, with your infinite imagination, your 

wonderful creativity. Save us from ourselves. We are a wayward people. We 

might destroy ourselves, if left to ourselves. But you have come to us, Jesus, 

and so we give ourselves voluntarily and fully to You. Ride on, ride on, in 

majesty…as the hymn from 200 years ago proclaims (written by Henry Hart 

Milman in 1827): 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry. 

O Saviour meek, pursue your road, 

with palms and scattered garments strewed. 

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The angel armies of the sky 

look down with sad and wond'ring eyes 
to see th'approaching sacrifice. 

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. 

The Father on his sapphire throne 
awaits his own anointed Son. 

5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
Bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O God, your pow'r and reign. 
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For Jesus, it was not a long time of riding, but it was a brief moment of glory 

on earth as it is in heaven. Where Jesus is praised, his healing having gone 

forth, and now just as through much of his life, He knows what He needs to 

do.  It was almost as if none of His disciples had heard He teaching about 

His needing to die, to be a blood sacrifice to pay for the sins of any who 

would received Him as God’s way to relationship with God. Justification by 

faith was about to be made available for human beings because of Jesus 

courageously facing His death and wrongful conviction, so that the deeper 

law of atonement for sins would be satisfied and God could justly allow us 

entrance to His kingdom and His presence forevermore. The devil thought 

he had won. But he didn’t know the deeper spiritual truth of what was 

happening to Jesus was in God’s plan, not against it. His loss would be our 

victory. His death would mean our life. Jesus makes the way. Jesus is the 

bridge to God across the chasm we could not get across on our own. Receive 

Him anew today. Say “yes” to Him with all you are. Do so now. 

 

So there wasn’t a lot of time between Sunday and Thursday. The Passover 

Seder celebration needed organizing: a room, the groceries, a private place 

as the crowds had come to know Jesus as they did. But this week would be 

different from every other week, and not just because of Passover 

preparations. Jesus had told his friends He was about to die. They couldn’t 

take it in, because they thought maybe the teaching was symbolic or a 

parable or something not literal, because He was Jesus the Messiah, the 

Christ, the Promised One, the Hope of Israel, the fulfillment of David’s 

Covenant with God. He can’t die. No. It makes no sense that a young man 

with such a promising future, who would change everything in Israel for the 

better. He can’t die. He won’t die. But like Peter was told in response to his 

telling Jesus He wasn’t going to die (Matthew 16:23): You don’t have God’s 

plan in mind, but your own. Go with God’s plan, not your plan. 

 

And so we move from the highest highs of Jesus’ praise on earth as the King 

on Palm Sunday, to the lowest lows of the physical abuse, lies, and slowly 

torturing to death the Son of God on Good Friday. How could it be? How 

could we do this to Him? 

 

And you might say you wouldn’t have yelled out “crucify” under any 

circumstances, but is that true? (23:21) Some of these members of the crowd 

were likely some of those who had shouted praises to God five days earlier. 

In the same week, we see His exultation to the highest office and His 

abandonment to the death penalty. How could it be? We are fickle and big 
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crowds do not often make good decisions, particularly when they have been 

stirred up to desire blood for wrongdoing. We don’t know all the reasons 

why the people cried out to have Jesus crucified. We assume the religious 

leaders encouraged it. Some movies have portrayed the place where Pilate 

tries Jesus as a walled courtyard and the religious leaders would only let into 

that courtyard those who would speak against Jesus, not those the leaders 

knew to be healed or loved by Him. 

 

These are guesses. What we do know for sure is that Jesus was crucified, 

slowly tortured to death outside the city on the side of the road. Peter, who 

had been strong, was now weak and denied Jesus three times. Judas did 

away with himself after betraying Jesus. The other ten were not to be seen 

near the cross, with the exception of John, by his own account. Mostly 

women were there crying out the injustice of the moment. To these Dr. Luke 

records Jesus speaking into a moment of future destiny, whether the end of 

the world, coming soon, or whether the end of Jerusalem in 70 AD, it was 

His focus on others that kept Him concerned about the women there and so 

He warned them about the end. And He was crucified. There were two 

criminals also being crucified that Friday morning. Only Dr. Luke mentions 

the conversation with them. (32: 39-43)  

 

One criminal says to Jesus, “You’ve got the power to get us out of this, use 

that power…” but the other criminal says, “Don’t you fear God…Jesus 

didn’t do anything wrong but we are justly condemned…” And at that 

moment, with likely little strength and energy a crucified man would have, 

he places his faith and trust in Jesus and in Jesus’ kingdom. So this crucified 

criminal must have heard or overheard something of the Gospel and the 

kingdom, because here he asks Jesus to remember him. The first criminal 

had hoped for a short term solution using Jesus. The second criminal thought 

of Jesus’ true power, and placed his life in Jesus’ hands for a long term 

solution that didn’t end with torture and death. Each of us are called to 

choose a life of faith and trust in Jesus every day rather than denial, 

distraction and disillusionment that we are tempted to choose. 

 

So we still have the three crosses on our sign and our roof, reminding us of 

the dialogue between the three crucified men, urging us to make the right 

choice for Jesus every day, and every Lord’s Day. Let us choose Him anew. 

Let us hear Jesus’ promise to the criminal, “Today you will be with me in 

paradise.” (23:43) 
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There is a place that we know as a place of suffering. What do we do with 

that suffering? We turn to Jesus and ask Him to remember us, remember 

what we are going through, remember our family members, our hurting ones 

and our healthy ones, ones that know Jesus and ones that don’t. We simply 

offer to Jesus our total life context and trust Him with it anew today. His 

death is the beginning. Our challenges, issues and deaths are as well. May 

He do more than we can ask or imagine in these days, in this congregation, 

in this place and season. 

 

Let us pray. 


